The ability of the DETERMINE checklist to predict continued community-dwelling in rural, white women.
This study evaluated the ability of the DETERMINE checklist to predict continued community-dwelling in rural elderly women. Using a stratified random sample (N = 249) of white women aged 65-94, in-home interviews were completed at baseline and a telephone interview at 3 years. Overall higher total DETERMINE checklist scores negatively predicted continued community-dwelling (p = 0.0005). Lower risk scores indicated continued community-dwelling, while mid-range scores were inconclusive. Regression analysis for each age bracket showed that total DETERMINE checklist scores was most predictive of those aged 75-84 (p = 0.0037). The DETERMINE checklist may be a useful tool to identify those with increased risk of losing independence.